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Moſt Excellence - 
MAJESTY. 


Hay it pleaſe Your Majefty, 


Hen the diſtempered Nation, wearied with 
| its own Contertions and Diviſions,did groan 
tor Unity and Peace, (the wondertul Proyi- 


dence ofthe molt Rightcous God appearing 

for the removal of Impediments) their cycs 

were upon your Majeſty, as the perſon born to be (under God) 
the Center of their Concordzand taught by Affliction to break: 
the bonds of the Afflicted, and by experience of the {ad cttefs 
of mens uncharitablcneſs, and paſhons,ro reſtrain allfram vic- 
lence and extremity, and keep up moderation and m*diocrity, 
the Oil of Charity and Peace: And when your (i!bjeQts defir $ 
werc accompliſhed iz your Majzſtics peaccable poſſeſſiun of 
che Throne, itwas the joy and encoutagement of the Suber and 
Religious, that you began the exerciſe of your Government, 
with a Proclamation tull of Chriſtian Zeal againſt Deba'1che- 
ry and Prophaneneſs, declaring alſo your diſlike of [thoſe 
who,under pretence of AttcQion ro your Majeſty , and your 
Service, aſlumeto thera(clyes v liberty of reyiling, chreat- 
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ing, anti r png others, *co prevent the Rechneikiation 
5 p, . . 

and Union ofhears and affeftions, which can» only (with 
Gods bleſſing) make _——_— each other] Our-comtorts 
alſo were carried on by your Majeſties carly, and ready: enter- 
tainment of Motions fot accotnmodation in thoſe points- of 
Diſciplinc ant Worlhipy in-whichy wee diſagreed',«amngzyour 
profeſſed Reſolutions ro draw us rogerther by mtxugy ap- 
proaches, and publiſhing your healing Declaratign,'Shich 
was received” with thanks of your. Houlerof Confmnong, and 
the applauſc of the people, and the ſpecial Joy of thoſe that 
longed for Concord and Tranquility id the Church, In which 
your Majeſty declared ſo much ſatistaRtion inzthe foundations 
of Agtcement already laid,tor that you [ſhould think-your (elf 
very unfortunate , and ſuſpect that you are defetive in 
the Adminiſtration of Governmenr,. it any: {uperſtrutures 
ſhould flack thfe fougdaMons, ant _ ob tetſen the bleſ- 
ſed gilt. of Charity, which'is avital pate pf Chriſtian Religion. 
And asinthe ſaid graciousDeclaration your Majeſty refoly- 
ed to [appoint an equal number of Learned Divines of both- 
Perſwafions, to review the Liturgy, and make (uch Altera- 
; tions as ſhall be thought molt neccſ[ary, and ſome / ditional 
Forms of Scripture phraſe, as necras may be, (tlicod unto the 
nature of ſeyeral parrs of. Worſhip, and thar ic beJef ro the 
Miniſters choice to uſe one, or other, at his diſcretion: So in ac- 
compliſhment thereof your Majeſty among others, direQted- 
your Commiſſon to bee for the review of (the ſeveral Di- 
re&ions, Rynies, and Forms of Prayer, and things in the ſaid 
; Book of Common-Prayer contained ]And (it occaſion be) to 
make ſuch ſeaſonable and neceflary Alterations, CorreQions,. 
and Amendmentsthereof, as by and between us ſhall bee a- 
eed uponto bee needful, or expedient for the giving a-ſari(* 
Pon to tender conſciences, and reſtoring- and continuance 
of Peace and Unity in the Churchunder your Protetion.and 
Governmentz and what wee agree upon as needtul or expe- 
dicnt to be done for the Alcering, Diminiſhing; or Enlarging 
the ſaid Book of Common-Prayer,. forthwith to certthe and 
preſent ir 1-writing to your Majeſty, Wo”. 
ta obedience te this your Majeftics Comtniton;' wee fid 
A - with 
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with the Right Reverend Biſhops, who required-of us- that 
before any debate, wee ſhould bring-in, writing all 
our Exceprions againſt the Book of Common-Prayer, and all 
the Additional Forms which wee deſired; Buth which wee 
pertormed, and received from them an Aaſwer to the- firlt, 
and returned them our tull Reply; The laſt week of our time 
being-deſigned to perſonal conference, was, at the will of the 
Right Reverend Biſhops, (ſpent in a particular diſpute with 
three of each part, about the ſintulneſs of one of the Injunti- 
ons, from which wee deſired to bee free, and ia ſome other 
Conference on the By. And though the Account which: wee 
are forced to give to your Majelty. of the iſſue of our Con(ul- 
rations, is,. that no Agreements are ſubſcribed by us to bee of- 
fered to-your Majeſty according to your expeRarion ; and 
though ic bee none of our intent to calt rhe leaſt uamect rc- 
flection upon the Right Reverend Biſhops, and Learned Bre- 
rhren, who think not meet to yceld ro —_ Altera 
rions, to the ends expreſſed inyour Majelties Commiſſion; yer 
wee muſt ſay, thar it is ſome quiet ro'our minds, that we have 
not bzen- guilty of yourMajeſties,and yourSubjects diſappoint- 
ments, and-that wee account not your-Majeſtics Gracious 
Commiſſion, and our labour loft, having peace of conſcience 
ia the diſcharge of our duty to God and you; that wee have 
beenthe ſeekers and followers of Peace, and have carneſtly 
Pleaded and humbly Petirioned for ir. And wee humbly 
tcch your Majeſty. , to belceve that wee own no Principles 
of Faftion or Difobedience, nor Patronize the &#-ours or 
Odbſtinacy of any: : 1. 

k's granted us by all , that nothing ſhould beecommand- 
ed us by man , which is contraryzto the Word of God: that 
it it bee ,. and wee know ir ,. wee arc baund not to perform ir, 
Godbeing the abſolute univerſal Soveraignz That wee-muſt 
uſe'all jaſt 'mcansto diſcern the will of God, and whether 
the commands of men be contrary tot; that if the commauyd 
bee (iofull , and any through the negle&t of ſufficient ſearch-, 
ſhall jadge it lawful ; his culpablecrrour excuſerh nor-his do- 
ing ir, | being fin ; and therefore as a reaſonable crea- 
ruremuſt needs haye a judgement of diſcerning , .thathe may 


A 3 rationally: 


[ 


-_— —— 


4 

rationally obey it; fo ivhee with the greateſtcare ard-ili- 

ro exercile it in che greateſt things, even 13 the-obcying 
ot God, and faving ot his $oul ; ardthat where (ſtrong pro- 
babilicy of great fin and danger |yerh before us, wee muſt nor 
raſbly run on without ſcarch , and that to go on againſt Con» 
{cience , even where it is miltaken , is fin and danger eo him 
that erreth, Andonthe other fide, wee are remembred, that 


 inchings no way againſt the Laws ot God ; the Commands 


ot our Governours muſt bee obeyed z bur it they command 
what God forbids , wee muſt patiently (ubmic-ro ſuffering , 
and every foul mutt bee ſubject to che higher Powers, for con» 


' fcience ſake, andnotreſilt : The publick Judgement, civil, 


or cccicfiaſtical , belongeth only co publick perſons, and not 
ro any private man ; that no man muſt bee cauſcleſly , and 
pragmatically inquiſitive into the Reaſons ot his Superiours 
commands ; nor by pride and clf-conceitednels, exalk his 
ownunderſtanding above it's worth and office, bur all robee 
modeſtly , and humbly felt-tulpitious ; that none muſt exroni- 


' oully pretend to Gods law , againſt the juſt command of bis 


Superiours , nor preren:| the doing of his duty ro bee fin; that 
hee who ſuſpeterh his Superiours commands to bee againſt 
Gods Laws, mult uſe all means for tull lntormatign, before 
hee ſettle 1n a courſe of diſobeying them ; /and that hee who 
indeed diſcovercth any thing commanded tobee fin, though 
hee muſt not do it, mult manage his opinion with very great 
readerneſs and care , of the publick Peace , andthe honours 
of his _—_— Theſe are our Principles: It weeare other- 
wiſe repreſented to _ Majeſty, wee are mil=cepreſented ; 
1t weeare accuſed of contradicting them , wet humbly crave 
that wee may not bee condemned , till wee beeheard. 

It is the deſire of our Souls to contribute our parts andinter- 
eſts ro the urmoſt , for the promoting of holinefs , charicy, 
unity , and obedience to Rulers in all lawful things : But if 
wee ſhould fin againſt God, becauſe wee are commanded-, 
who ſhall anſwer for us , or ſave us from his Juſtice ? And 
wee humbly crave, that it may bee no juſt Gravawes of our 
diflent , that thereby wee ſuppoſe Superioursmay erre, ſeei 
iris but ſuppoſing them to bee men not yer in Heaven ; 


this 
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this ngay bee reputed to every one that differeth jn opinion 
from another. And wee belcech your Majeſty to belceve , 
that as wee ſeck no greater matters in the World than daily 
» with liberty to Preach the Goſpel , and Worſhip God 
accerding it his \ord, and the praftiſe of the Primitive 
Churches; ſo wee hopeic is notthrough Pulillanimicy , an4 
over much tenderneſſe of (uffering, that wee have pleaded (> 
much tor the avoiding of My, to Our (elves or «ther . 
May none of our (ufterings hinder the proſperity ot theChurc';, 
and the good of Souls , and wee have _—_ A: wee (up- 
poſe thoſe that think che perſons inconſiderable in Number 
and Quality for whom wee plead , will not themſelycs b:- 
lecve that wee have done this for popular applauſe : this wece 
not ſo much to (eek the reward of Hypocrites, asto play the 
game of Foals z ſceing the applauſe of inconſiderable men 
can bee but incon{iderable, and wee know our (elves that 
we are like thus to offend thoſe that are not inconfiderablezrhe 
Lac that ſcarcherh hearts,doth know that it is notſo much rhe 
iding af ſuffering to our ſelves, or any particular perſon, 
that is the end. of our endeavours (though this were no Ambi- 
tious end ) as the peace and welfare of the Church and King- 
dome, under your Majeſties Government, Wee know, 
that ſuppoſingthem who are for theCeremonies,to bee asPious 
and Charirable as the reſt, it cannot ſo much offend them that 
another may torbear them as it muſt offend another robe tor- 
cd tq uſe themz and wee know that conſcientious men will 
not conſent to the practiſing of things in their jud nt un- 
lawful , whea thoſe may yeild that counc the matter indifte- 
rent. And for the management ot this Treaty, it being agreed 
at our firſt meeting that nothing be reporced as the words or 
ſenſe of cicher parr, bur what is delivered by them in wricing; 
Wee humbly crave that your Majeſty receive no more as ours, 
and that what is charged onany particular perſon, hee may be 
anlwerable for himſelt; and cfough the Reverend Biſhops have ' 
not had time toconſider our Addicions tothe Liturgy, and of 
our Reply, that yer it may be conſidered b:tore a Determina- 
tion be made. And though we ſeem to have laboured 1n vain» ' 
we ſhall yerlay this work of Recoaciliatioa and Peace ar your 
Majeſtie, 


